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ITINBEAEY OF GENERAL WASHINGTON FEOM JUNE 
15, 1775, TO DECEMBER 23, 1783. 

BY WILLIAM S. BAKER. 

(Concluded from page 320.) 

1783. 

WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 8, 1783. 

At Head-quarters, Newburgh : " The Power given to Mr. 
Oswald, to treat with any Commissioner or Commissioners 
properly authorized from the United States of America, is 
more than I expected wd. happen before the meeting of 
Parliament. But, as the Gentlemen on the part of America 
could not treat with Him unless such powers were given, it 
became an act of necessity to cede them to effect their other 
purposes. Thus I account for the indirect acknowledgment 
of our Independence by the King, who, I dare say, felt 
some severe pangs at the time he put his hand to the Letters 
Patent. It is not, however, less efficacious or pleasing on 
that account; and breaking the Ice is a great point gained." 
— Washington to Bohert R. Livingston. 

In the spring of 1782, Richard Oswald was sent hy the British min- 
istry to Paris, to confer with Dr. Franklin on the subject of peace. His 
mission was initiatory in character. In July following, Parliament having 
passed a bill to enable the king to acknowledge the independence of the 
United States, Oswald was vested with full power to negotiate a treaty of 
peace, and in September the United States appointed four commissioners for 
the same purpose. They were John Adams, John Jay, Benjamin Pranklin, 
and Henry Laurens, all of whom were in Europe at the time. A prelimi- 
nary treaty of peace was signed by the commissioners and Mr. Oswald at 
Paris, November 30, 1782. In April, 1783, the preliminary treaty having 
been ratified by the United States and Great Britain, the latter vested David 
Hartley with full powers to negotiate a definitive treaty with the American 
commissioners. It was concluded and signed at Paris, September 3, 1783, 
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by Hartley, on the part of Great Britain, and Dr. Franklin, John Adams, 
and John Jay, on the part of the United States. 

THURSDAY, JANUARY 23. 

At Head-quarters, Newburgh : Orderly Book. — " The evac- 
uation of Charlestown [December 14, 1782], and the total 
liberation of the southern states from the power of the 
enemy, are important events, of which the commander-in- 
chief has now received official information. It is with 
heartfelt satisfaction he takes an early opportunity of 
making it known, and of congratulating the Army on the 
favourable prospect before us. The enemy, after more 
than a seven years war, and all their boasted conquests, 
being now reduced to narrower limits and a weaker force 
than they were possessed of seven years ago." 

WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 29. 

At Head-quarters, Newburgh : Orderly Book. — " Thursday, 
the 6th of February, being the anniversary of the alliance 
with France, a feu de joie will be fired on that day in cele- 
bration of this auspicious event, by the troops of this can- 
tonment; previous to which they will be reviewed by the 
Commander-in-Chief on their parades. The regiments to 
be under arms precisely at one o'clock. . . . After the 
feu dejoie, the General will be happy to see, not only all the 
officers of the cantonment, but all the gentlemen of the 
army and other gentlemen and ladies who can attend with 
convenience at the new Public Building, where a cold col- 
lation will be provided." 

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 6. 

At Head-quarters, Newburgh : " It is with a pleasure, 
which friendship only is susceptible of, that I congratulate 
you on the glorious end you have put to hostilities in the 
Southern States. The honor and advantages of it, I hope 
and trust you will long live to enjoy. . . . If historiographers 
should be hardy enough to fill the page of History with the 
advantages, that have been gained with unequal numbers, 
(on the part of America) in the course of this contest, and 
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attempt to relate the distressing circumstances under which 
they have been obtained, it is more than probable, that 
Posterity will bestow on their labors the epithet and marks 
of fiction ; for it will not be believed, that such a force as 
Great Britain has employed for eight years in this country 
could be baffled in their plan of subjugating it, by numbers 
infinitely less, composed of men oftentimes half starved, 
always in Rags, without pay, and experiencing at times 
every species of distress, which human nature is capable of 
undergoing. I intended to have wrote you a long letter on 
sundry matters; but Major Burnet popped in unexpectedly 
at a time, when I was preparing for the celebration of the 
day, and was just going to a review of the troops, previous 
to the feu de joie." — Washington to General Greene. 

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 15. 

At Head-quarters, Newburgh : Orderly Book. — " The New 
Building being so far finished as to admit the troops to at- 
tend public worship therein, after to-morrow it is directed 
that divine service should be performed there every Sunday 
by the several chaplains of the New "Windsor cantonment, 
in rotation." 

The " New Building," rendered famous as having been the place where 
Washington, in considering the " Newburgh Addresses," read his celebrated 
appeal to the officers of the army, was a one-story frame structure put up 
by the labor and materials furnished by the different regiments. It stood 
on an eminence at New Windsor, and was " handsomely finished, with a 
spacious hall, sufficient to contain a brigade of troops on Lord's days, for 
public worship, with an orchestra at one end. On the top was a cupola and 
flag-staff." ' It was also called the " Temple" and the " Public Building," 
and although erected for religious services, was used as a meeting place for 
general purposes. 

TUESDAY, MARCH 4. 

At Head-quarters, Newburgh : " The predicament, in 
which I stand as a citizen and soldier, is as critical and 
delicate as can well be conceived. It has been the subject 
of many contemplative hours. The sufferings of a com- 

' Heath's Memoirs, p. 358. 
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plaining army on one hand, and the inability of Congress 
and tardiness of the States on the other, are the forebodings 
of evil, and may be productive of events, which are more 
to be deprecated than prevented. . . . The just claims of 
the army ought, and it is to be hoped will have their weight 
with every sensible legislature in the United States, if Con- 
gress point to their demands and show, if the case is so, 
the reasonableness of them, and the impracticability of 
complying with them without their aid." — Washington to 
Alexander Hamilton. 

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 12. 

At Head-quarters, Newburgh : " It is with inexpressible 
concern I make the following report to your Excellency. 
Two days ago, anonymous papers were circulated in the 
army, requesting a general meeting of the officers on the next 
day. A copy of one of these papers is enclosed. About the 
same time, another anonymous paper, purporting to be an 
address to the officers of the army, was handed about in a 
clandestine manner. It is also enclosed. . . . Since writing 
the foregoing, another anonymous paper is put in circula- 
tion, a copy of which is enclosed." — Washington to the 
President of Congress. 

After the army went into winter-quarters at New Windsor, they became 
eitremely dissatisfied with the prospects of having any settlement of the 
long arrearages of pay and unadjusted claims. In December, therefore, a 
memorial to Congress was drawn up, and a committee appointed to carry it 
to Philadelphia. The committee, composed of General McDougall, Colo- 
nel Ogden, and Colonel Brooks, did not meet with the success they antici- 
pated, and the discontent increased. On the 10th of March anonymous 
notices were circulated in the army, calling for a meeting of the general 
and field officers at the " New Building," on Tuesday, the 11th, at eleven 
o'clock. At the same time a well-written address was also circulated 
through the camp, which, in effect, advised the army to take matters into 
their own hands, and to make demonstrations that should arouse the fears of 
the people and of the Congress, and therefore obtain justice for themselves. 
Washington's attention being called to the matter, he referred to it in gen- 
eral orders of the 11th ; expressed his disapprobation of the whole proceed- 
ings as disorderly ; and requested the general and field officers, with one 
officer from each company and a proper representation from the staff of 
the army, to meet at the " New Building," at twelve o'clock, on Saturday, 
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March 15. On the appearance of this, a second anonymous address was 
issued, more subdued in tone, but expressing similar sentiments to the first. 

SATUKDAY, MARCH 15. 

At New Windsor : A meeting of the officers of the army 
at the "New Building," conformably to the notification 
given in the general orders of the 11th, General Gates as 
senior officer presiding. The meeting was opened by the 
Commander-in-chief, who read an address, reminding those 
present of the cause for which they had taken up arms, and 
appealing to them not to adopt measures which might cast 
a shade over that glory which had been so justly acquired, 
and tarnish the reputation of an armj^ which was celebrated 
through all Europe for its fortitude and patriotism. " By 
thus determining and thus acting, you will give one more 
distinguished proof of unexampled patriotism and patient 
virtue, rising superior to the pressure of the most compli- 
cated sufferings; and you will, by the dignity of your con- 
duct, afford occasion for posterity to say, when speaking of 
the glorious example you have exhibited to mankind, ' Had 
this day been wanting, the world had never seen the last 
stage of perfection, to which human nature is capable of 
attaining.' " 

After reading his address, Washington retired from the meeting and left 
the officers to discuss the subject unrestrained by his presence. The deliber- 
ation of the ofiicers was short and their decision prompt and unanimous. 
They passed resolutions thanking the Commander-in-chief for the course 
he had pursued and expressive of their unabated attachment, and also 
declaring their unshaken reliance on the good faith of Congress and their 
country, and a determination to bear with patience their grievances till in 
due time they should be redressed. The anonymous addresses were from 
the pen of Major John Armstrong, an aide-de-camp to General Gates, then 
only twenty-five years of age, and who afterwards held important civil 
oflices. They were written at the request of several ofiicers, who believed 
that the tardy proceedings of Congress, and the reluctance of that body to 
recognize the claims of the public creditors, called for a decided expression 
of the sentiments of the army. 

SUNDAY, MAECH 16. 

At Head-quarters, Newburgh : " I have the honor to 
inform your Excellency, for the satisfaction of Congress, 
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that the meeting of the officers, which was mentioned in my 
last, was held yesterday ; and that it has terminated in a 
manner, which I had reason to expect, from a knowledge of 
that good sense and steady patriotism of the gentlemen of 
the army, which on frequent occasions I have discovered." 
— Washington to the President of Congress. 

TUESDAY, MAECH 18. 

At Head-quarters, Newburgh ; Orderly Book. — " The 
Commander-in-Chief is highly satisfied with the report of 
the proceedings of the officers assembled on the 15th instant, 
in obedience to the orders of the 11th. He begs his inabil- 
ity to communicate an adequate idea of the pleasing feelings 
which have been excited in his breast by the affectionate 
sentiments expressed toward him on that occasion, may be 
considered as an apology for his silence." 

WEDNESDAY, MAECH 19. 

At Head-quarters, Newburgh : " I have the honor to ac- 
knowledge your Excellency's favor of the 12th instant, and 
to thank you most sincerely for the intelligence you were 
pleased to communicate. The articles of treaty between 
America and Great Britain are as full and as satisfactory as 
we had reason to expect ; but, from the connexion in which 
they stand with a general pacification, they are very in- 
conclusive and contingent." — Washington to the President of 
Congress. 

The intelligence was the news of the preliminary articles of peace be- 
tween Great Britain and the United States having been signed by the com- 
missioners at Paris on the 30th of November. The news was brought by 
the packet " Washington," commanded by Captain Barney, who sailed from 
L'Orient on the 17th of January, and arrived at Philadelphia on the 
morning of the 12th of March. 

SATUEDAY, MAECH 22. 

At Head-quarters, Newburgh : Orderly Book. — " In jus- 
tice to the zeal and ability of the chaplains, as well as to 
his own feelings, the Commander-in-Chief thinks it a duty 
to declare that the regularity and decorum with which 
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divine service is performed every Sunday will reflect great 
credit on the army in general, tend to improve the morals, 
and at the same time increase the happiness of the soldiery, 
and must afford the most pure, rational entertainment for 
every serious and well-disposed mind." 

SUNDAY, MARCH 30. 

At Head-quarters, Newburgh : " Your Excellency will 
permit me, with the most lively sensations of gratitude and 
pleasure, to return you my warmest thanks for the commu- 
nication, which you have been pleased to make to me and 
to the army, of the glorious news of a general peace ; an 
event, which cannot fail to diffuse a general joy throughout 
the United States, but to none of their citizens more than 
to the officers and soldiers, who now compose the army." — 
Washington to the President of Congress. 

The first intelligence of the signing ol a general treaty of peace at Paris, on 
the 20th of January, was brought to America by the " Triumph," a French 
armed vessel, sent by Lafayette from Count d'Estaing's squadron at Cadiz. 
It arrived at Philadelphia in the afternoon of the 23d of March. The fol- 
lowing letter was received by the President of Congress from the Marquis 
de Lafayette : " Cadiz, 5 February, 1783. — Having been at some pains to 
engage a vessel to go to Philadelphia, I now find myself happily relieved 
by the kindness of Count d'Estaing. He is just now pleased to tell me, 
that he will despatch a French ship, and, by way of compliment on the 
occasion, he has made choice of the Triumph. So that I am not without 
hope of giving Congress the first tidings of a general peace ; and I am 
happy in the smallest opportunity of doing any thing that may prove 
agreeable to America." 

MONDAY, MAKCH 31. 

At Head-quarters, Newburgh : " I rejoice most exceed- 
ingly that there is an end to our warfare, and that such a 
field is opening to our view, as will, with wisdom to direct 
the cultivation of it, make us a great, a respectable, and 
happy people ; but it must be improved by other means than 
State politics, and unreasonable jealousies and prejudices, 
or (it requires not the second sight to see that) we shall be 
instruments in the hands of our enemies, and those Euro- 
pean powers, who may be jealous of our greatness in union, 
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to dissolve the confederation. But, to obtain tbis, although 
the way seems extremely plain, is not so easy." — Washing- 
ion to Alexander Hamilton. 

" It remains only for the States to be wise, and to establish their in- 
dependence on the basis of an inviolable, elBcacious union, and a firm 
confederation, which may prevent their being made the sport of Euro- 
pean policy. May heaven give them wisdom to adopt the measures still 
necessary for this important purpose." — Washington io General Greene, 
March 31. 

SATURDAY, APRIL 5. 

At Head-quarters, [N'ewburgh : " We stand now an Inde- 
pendent People, and have yet to learn political Tactics. We 
are placed among the nations of the Earth, and have a char- 
acter to establish; but how we shall acquit ourselves, time 
must discover. The probability is (at least I fear it) that 
local or State politics will interfere too much with the more 
liberal and extensive plan of government, which wisdom 
and foresight, freed from the mist of prejudice, would dic- 
tate ; and that we shall be guilty of mapy blunders in tread- 
ing this boundless theatre, before we shall have arrived at 
any perfection in this art ; in a word, that the experience, 
which is purchased at the price of difficulties and distress, 
will alone convince us, that the honor, power, and true In- 
terest of this Country must be measured by a Continental 
scale, and that every departure therefrom weakens the 
Union, and may ultimately break the band which holds us 
together." — Washington to the Marquis de Lafayette. 

"WEDNESDAY, APRIL 9. 

At Head-quarters, Newburgh : " I feel great satisfaction 
from your Excellency's despatches by Captain Stapleton, 
conveying to me the joyful annunciation of your having 
received official accounts of the conclusion of a general 
peace, and a cessation of hostilities. Without official au- 
thority from Congress, but perfectly relying on your com- 
munication, I can at this time only issue my orders to the 
American out-posts, to suspend all acts of hostilities until 
Vol. XV.— 26 
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further orders. This shall be instantly done ; and I shall 
be happy in the momentaiy expectation of having it in my 
power to publish to the American army a general cessation 
of hostilities between Great Britain and America." — Wash- 
ington to Sir Guy Carleton. 

" A packet from England arrived in this port last night, by which I have 
despatches from Mr. Townshend, one of his Majesty's principal Secretaries 
of State, communicating official intelligence, that preliminary articles of 
peace with Prance and Spain were signed at Paris on the 20th of January 
last, and that the ratifications have been since exchanged at the same place. 
The King, Sir, has been pleased in consequence of these events, to order 
proclamations to be published, declaring a cessation of arms, as well by sea 
as land ; and his Majesty's pleasure signified, that I should cause the same 
to be published in all places under my command, in order that his Majesty's 
subjects may pay immediate and due obedience thereto ; and such proc- 
lamation I shall accordingly cause to be made on Tuesday next, the 8th 
instant." — Carleton to Washington, New York, April 6. 

FRIDAY, APRIL 18. 

At Head-quarters, Newburgh : Orderly Book. — " The Com- 
mander-in-Chief orders the cessation of hostilities, between 
the United States and the King of Great Britain, to be pub- 
licly proclaimed to-morrow at twelve at the Isfew Building ; 
and that the Proclamation, which will be communicated 
herewith, be read to-morrow evening at the head of every 
regiment and corps of the army ; after which the Chaplains 
with the several brigades will render thanks to Almighty 
God for all His mercies, particularly for His overruling the 
wrath of man to His glory, and causing the rage of war to 
cease among the nations." 



■'o 



" April 19th. — At noon, the Proclamation of the Congress, for a cessation 
of hostilities, was published at the door of the New Building, followed by 
three huzzas; after which, a prayer was made by the Eev. Mr. Ganno, and 
an anthem Independence, from Billings [" No King but God"] was per- 
formed by vocal and instrumental music. The same day. Gen. Washing- 
ton went for Kingwood, to meet the Secretary at War, on some business of 
importance." — Heath's Memoirs. 

SUNDAY, APRIL 20. 

At Head-quarters, Newburgh: "At evening, the Com- 
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mander in Chief returned [from Ringwood, New Jersey] to 
head-quarters." — Heath's Memoirs. 

" April 1783. — To tiie Expenees of a Trip to meet the Secretary at "War 
at Eingwood for the purpose of making arrangements for liberating the 
Prisoners, &c. . iE8.10.8." — Washington's Accounts. 

SATURDAY, MAY 3. 

At Dobbs' Ferry : " May 3d — In the forenoon the Com- 
mander in Chief, and Gov. Clinton, with their suites, &c. 
went down the river to Dobb's Ferry, to meet Gen. Sir Guy 
Carleton. Four companies of light-infantry marched [on 
the 2d] for that place, to do the duty of guards. Sir Guy 
was to come up the river in a frigate." — Heath's Memoirs. 

" I cannot decline the personal interview proposed by your Excellency, 
and purpose being in a frigate as near Tappan as may be, where I under- 
stand you mean to lodge. If I hear nothing from you to occasion an alter- 
ation, I intend being up, on the 6th of May, accompanied by a smaller 
vessel or two, for the accommodation of Lieutenant-Governor Elliot, Chief 
Justice William Smith, and part of my family." — Carleton to Washington, 
New York, April 24. 

TUESDAY, MAY 6. 

At Dobbs' Ferry : In conference with Sir Guy Carleton, 
in relation to the evacuation of the posts in the United 
States, in possession of the British troops, and other ar- 
rangements. 

During the conferences between the two commanders, which are said to 
have been held at the Van Brugh Livingston house, on the height which 
overlooks the Hudson at Dobbs' Ferry, on the eastern shore of the river, 
Washington made his quarters at Orangetown or Tappan, on the west side, 
about two miles from the ferry. 

THURSDAY, MAY 8. 

At Dobbs' Ferry : " On Thursday, the 8th May, the Amer- 
ican party dined on board the sloop [frigate ?], where they 
were received with military honors and entertained with 
stately courtesy by Sir Guy. When "Washington and Clin- 
ton went on board the British sloop of war they were saluted 
with the firing of a number of cannon. "When they left the 
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sloop she fired seventeen guns — in honor of "Washington's 
exalted military rank. This was the first complimentary 
salute fired by Great Britain in honor of an officer of the 
United States, and virtually the first salute to the nation." 

— John Austin Stevens, Magazine of American History, V. 
108. 

FRIDAY, MAY 9. 

At Head-quarters, Newburgh : " May 9th. — At evening 
the Commander in Chief returned to head-quarters, having 
had an interview with Gen. Sir Guy Carleton." — Heath's 
Memoirs. 

" To Expenditures upon an Interview with Sir Guy Carleton at Orange 
Town exclusive of what was paid by the Contracf'. — Viz : At Birdsalls. . 
£5.2.6. — Maj' Blauvets for the use of his H» Furniture &c. 10 Guin« a 
37/ 4. . £18.13.4. — Gave the Dragoons to carry them to their Quarters. . 
£5.12.0.— Gave the Serv'». to travel up by Land to H*. Quarters. . £3.4.0 
= Y''. Cur^. . . £32.11.10." — Washington's Accounts. 

SATURDAY, MAY 10. 

At Head-quarters, Newburgh : " I had not the honor of 
receiving your favor of the 1st instant until the 7th. Being 
at that time at Orangetown on a conference with Sir Guy 
Carleton, it had a circuitous route to make before it reached 
me. ... I have now the honor to mention to you, as I did 
some time ago to the Minister of France, that, viewing the 
peace so near a final conclusion, I could not hold myself jus- 
tified in a desire to detain the troops under your command 
from the expectations of their sovereign, or to prevent their 
own wishes of a return to their native country and friends." 

— Washington to the Duke de Lauzun. 

The French troops under the Duke de Lauzun, being part of Count de 
Rochambeau's army that remained after the departure of the main body at 
Boston, sailed from the Capes of Delaware on the 12th of May. They had 
been cantoned recently at Wilmington, in the State of Delaware. Some of 
these remaining troops had also been stationed at Baltimore under General 
Lavalette, being the detachment left by Count de Rochambeau at Yorljtown 
to effect the removal of the French artillery and stores from that place. 
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THURSDAY, MAY 15. 

At Poughkeepsie, New York : " The Commander in 
Chief went for Poughkeepsie. A letter from Gen. Sir Guy 
Carleton, to Gov. Clinton, had rendered an interview be- 
tween the Governor and the Commander in Chief necessary." 
— Heath's Memoirs. 

"May 16th. — At evening, the Commander in Chief returned to head- 
quarters." — Heath's Memoirs. 

MONDAY, JUNE 2. 

At Head-quarters, Newburgh : Orderly Book. — " The Hon- 
orable the Congress have been pleased to pass the following 
resolve : ' Eesolvbd, That the Commander-in-Chief be in- 
structed to grant furloughs to the non-commissioned officers 
and soldiers in the service of the United States enlisted to 
serve during the war, who shall be discharged as soon as the 
definitive treaty of peace is concluded, together with a pro- 
partional number of commissioned officers of the different 
grades, and that the Secretary of War and Commander-in- 
Chief take the proper measures for conducting those troops 
to their respective homes, in such a manner as may be most 
convenient to themselves, and the States through which they 
may pass, and that the men thus furloughed be allowed to 
take their arms with them.' In consequence of the pre- 
ceding resolution, colonels and commanders of corps will 
immediately make return of the number of men who will 
be entitled to furloughs, to the commanding officers of the 
several State Lines, who will make report thereof to Head- 
quarters. At the same time returns are to be made of the 
non-commissioned officers and privates who will not be in- 
cluded in the above description. ... A sufficient number 
of officers of the several grades to command the troops 
who will remain in the field must continue with them. 
They are requested to make this a matter of agreement 
among themselves." 

FRIDAY, JUNE 6. 

At Head-quarters, Ifewburgh : Receives and answers an 
address from the " Generals and officers commanding regi- 
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ments and corps, in the cantonment on Hudson's River," 
relative to the furloughing of officers and soldiers without 
any settlement of their accounts. 

" The two subjects of complaint with the army appear to be, the delay of 
the three months payment, which had been expected, and the want of a set- 
tlement of accounts. I have thought myself authorized to assure them, 
that Congress had attended and would attend particularly to their grievances, 
and have made some little variations respecting furloughs from what was at 
first proposed." — Washington to the President of Congress, June 7. 

SUNDAY, JUNE 8. 

At Head-quarters, Newburgh : Issues a circular letter ad- 
dressed to the governors of the several States, pointing out 
the course which he deemed it the duty and the interest of 
the country to adopt. 

" The circular letter, which he wrote to the governors of the States, as 
his last official communication, and which was designed to be laid before the 
several legislatures, is remarkable for its ability, the deep interest it mani- 
fests for the officers and soldiers, who had fought the battles of their country, 
the soundness of its principles, and the wisdom of its counsels. Four great 
points he aims to enforce as essential in guiding the deliberations of every 
public body, and as claiming the serious attention of every citizen, namely, 
an indissoluble union of the States ; a sacred regard to public justice ; the 
adoption of a proper military peace establishment ; and a pacific and friendly 
disposition among the people of the States, which should induce them to 
forget local prejudices, and incline them to mutual concessions for the ad- 
vantage of the community. These he calls the pillars by which alone inde- 
pendence and national character can be supported. On each of these topics 
he remarks at considerable length, with a felicity of style and cogency of 
reasoning in all respects worthy of the subject." — Sparks, I. 395. 

In quite a number of publications the date of this letter is given as of 
June 18. The transcript, however, in the Department of State, Washing- 
ton, D.C., is dated June 8. The letter was submitted to Congress on June 
11, and referred to a committee, consisting of Alexander Hamilton, James 
Madison, and Theodoric Bland, who on the 19th reported favorably, and it 
was resolved that copies should be transmitted to the several States. 

TUESDAY, JUNE 10. 

At Head-quarters, Newburgh : Orderly Book. — " The 
strength of the army in this cantonment being considerably 
diminished by the number of men lately furloughed, the 
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order of the 16th of April, directing a General, Field-Offi- 
cers, and Quarter-Master to be of the day, and also a regi- 
ment to parade every day for duty, is dispensed with. For 
the present, there will be one Field-Officer, and an Adjutant 
of the day ; and the guards only will form on the grand 
parade at 9 o'clock in the morning." 

The gradual falling away of the main Continental army from the canton- 
ment at New Windsor is recorded in Heath's Memoirs : " June 5th. The 
Maryland battalion marched from the cantonment. — June 6th. In the 
forenoon, the Jersey line marched from the cantonment to their own State, 
where they were to be disbanded. — June 8th. The men for the war, be- 
longing to the Maryland, New-Jersey, New- York, and New-Hampshire 
lines, having marched from the cantonment, a division of the Massachusetts 
men marched on this day. — June 9th. A division of the Suffolk and Worces- 
ter furloughed men, marched for their own State, and so on, a division each 
day, until the whole had marched. — June 13th. The men who had enlisted 
for 3 years, and for shorter periods not expired, were formed, those belong- 
ing to Massachusetts into 4 regiments. ... On the morning of the 16th, 
these regiments incorporated, and were formed into two brigades. — June 
20th. The troops at the cantonment were put under orders, to be ready to 
march for West Point on the succeeding Monday. — June 23d. The Massa- 
chusetts regiments marched to West Point." 

THURSDAY, JUNE 19. 

At Plead-quarters, Newburgh : "A number of officers of 
the army, viz. several general officers, and officers com- 
manding regiments and corps, met at the New Building, 
and elected his Excellency Gen. "Washington, President 
General ; Gen. M'Dougal, Treasurer ; and Gen. Knox, Sec- 
retary, pro tempore, to the Society of the Cincinnati." — 
Heath's Memoirs. 

"While contemplating a final separation of the officers of the army," 
says Doctor Thacher, " the tenderest feelings of the heart had their afflicting 
operations. It was at the suggestion of General Knox, and with the acqui- 
escence of the Commander in Chief, that an expedient was devised by which 
a hope was entertained that their long cherished friendship and social inter- 
course might be perpetuated, and that at future periods they might annually 
communicate, and revive a recollection of the bonds by which they were 
connected." In pursuance of these suggestions a meeting was held on the 
10th day of May, at which a committee was appointed to revise the pro- 
posals for such an institution. The report of the committee was accepted 



408 Itinerary of General Washington, 1783. 

at a meeting held May 13, at the quarters of Baron Steuben, in the Ver- 
planck house, near Pishkill landing, and the " Society of the Cincinnati," 
with a provision for the formation of State Societies, was organized. Wash- 
ington officiated as president until his death. 

FRIDAY, JUNE 20. 

At Head-quarters, Newburgh : Orderly Book. — " The 
troops of this cantonment [New Windsor] will march on 
Monday morning, 5 o'clock, by the left. The senior Briga- 
dier on the Massachusetts Line will conduct the column 
over Butter Hill to West Point. . . . These corps, with the 
troops at West Point, will compose the garrisons of that 
post and its dependencies. Major-general Knox will be 
pleased to expedite in the best manner he is able the build- 
ing of an arsenal and magazines, agreeably to the instruc- 
tions he hath received from the Secretary at War. As soon 
as the troops are collected at West Point, an accurate in- 
spection is to take place, in consequence of which all non- 
commissioned officers and privates who are incapable of 
service, except in the corps of invalids, are to be discharged, 
and the names of all the men whose time of service will 
expire within a month are also to be reported to Head- 
quarters." 

TUESDAY, JUNE 24. 

At Head-quarters, Newburgh : " The men engaged to 
serve three years were formed into regiments and corps in 
the following manner ; namely, the troops of Massachusetts 
compose four regiments ; Connecticut, one regiment; New 
Hampshire, five companies ; Rhode Island, two companies ; 
Massachusetts artillery, three companies; and New York 
artillery, two companies. The army being thus reduced 
to merely a competent garrison for West Point, that being 
the only object of importance in this quarter, and it being 
necessary to employ a considerable part of the men in build- 
ing an arsenal and magazines at that post, agreeably to the 
directions given by the secretary at war, the troops accord- 
ingly broke up the cantonment [at New Windsor] yesterday, 
and removed to that garrison, where Major-General Knox 
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still i-etains the command." — Washington to the President of 
Congress. 

TUESDAY, JULY 8. 

At Head-quarters, E'ewburgh : " It now rests with the 
Confederated Powers, by the line of conduct they mean to 
adopt, to make this Country great, happy and respectable ; 
or to sink it into littleness — worse perhaps — into Anarchy 
and confusion ; for certain I am, that unless adequate Powers 
are given to Congress for the general purposes of the Federal 
Union, that we shall soon moulder into dust and become 
contemptible in the eyes of Europe, if we are not made the 
sport of their Politicks." — Washington to Dr. William Gordon. 

THUBSDAY, JULY 10. 

At Head-quarters, Newburgh : " I cannot sufficiently ex- 
press my sensibility for your kind congratulations on the 
favorable termination of the War, and for the flattering 
manner in which you are pleased to speak of my instru- 
mentality in eifecting a revolution, which I can truly aver, 
was not in the beginning premeditated ; but the result of 
dire necessity brought about by the persecuting spirit of 
the British Government. This no man can speak to with 
more certainty, or assert upon better grounds than myself — 
as I was a member of Congress in the Councils of America 
till the affair at Bunker Hill, and was an attentive observer 
and witness to those interesting and painful struggles for 
accommodation, and redress of grievances in a Constitutional 
way, which all the world saw and must have approved, ex- 
cept the ignorant, deluded and designing." — Washington to 
George William Fairfax. 

WEDNESDAY, JULY 16. 

At Head-quarters, Newburgh : " I have resolved to wear 
away a little time [while expecting the definitive treaty], 
in performing a tour to the northward, as far as Ticonderoga 
and Crown Point, and perhaps as far up the Mohawk B.iver 
as Fort Schuyler. I shall leave this place on Friday next, 
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and shall probably be gone about two weeks." — Washington 
to the President of Congress. 

Washington left head-quarters on July 18, in company with Governor 
Clinton ; passed Albany, Old Saratoga, Fort Edward, Lake George, Ticon- 
deroga. Crown Point, and returned by way of Ballston and Schenectady ; 
thence up the Mohawk to Fort Schuyler (formerly Fort Stanwix), and over 
to Wood Creek ; thence down across to Otsego Lake, and over the portage 
to the Mohawk, arriving at Albany on August 4, and at Newburgh on the 
following day. 

WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 6. 

At Head-quarters, Newburgh : " After a tour of at least 
seven hundred and fifty miles, performed in nineteen days, 
I returned to this place yesterday afternoon, where I found 
your favor of the 31st ultimo, intimating a resolution of 
Congress for calling me to Princeton, partly, as it would 
seem, on my own account, and partly for the purpose of 
giving aid to Congress." — Washington to James McHenry. 

In consequence of some riotous demonstrations on the part of a small 
body of Pennsylvania troops, against the State government. Congress, 
deeming themselves unsafe at Philadelphia, had adjourned on June 21, and 
reassembled at Princeton, New Jersey, on the 30th. The resolution of 
Congress, requesting the attendance of the Commander-in-chief, was passed 
July 28. 

TUESDAY, AUGUST 12. 

At Head-quarters, Newburgh : " I have received a call 
from Congress to repair to Princeton. . . . As this will re- 
move me to a distance, and may for a considerable time 
separate us, and prevent frequent personal Interviews ; I 
should be much obliged to you for intimating to me — ^before 
I go — what will be necessary for me to do respecting our 
purchase of the Saratoga Springs." — Washington to Governor 
Clinton. 

On their return from Crown Point and Ticonderoga, in the month of 
July, Washington and Governor Clinton stopped at the High Eook Spring, 
where the village of Saratoga Springs now stands. Being strongly im- 
pressed with the value of the water and the importance of the surrounding 
land, they determined to purchase it, the necessary arrangements being left 
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to Governor Clinton. It was found, however, that some memhers of the 
Livingston family had already secured the land. The High Rook and Flat 
Kock Springs were the only ones known at the time. 

SATURDAY, AUGUST 16. 

At Head-quarters, Newburgh : Answers an address (dated 
July 10) from the Senate and House of Representatives of 
the Commonwealth of Massachusetts, in general court as- 
sembled, congratulating him on the return of peace. 

After referring to the happy return of peace, with expressions of grati- 
tude to the Supreme Ruler of the universe, the wise conduct of the Com- 
mander-in-chief in discharging his important trust, and the hardships he 
endured, the address concludes in the following words : " While patriots 
shall not cease to applaud the sacred attachment which you have constantly 
manifested to the rights of citizens — too often violated by men in arms ! 
your military virtues and atchievements will be deeply recorded in the 
breasts of your countrymen and their posterity, and make the brightest 
pages in the history of mankind." 

SUNDAY, AUGUST 17. 

At Head-quarters, Newburgh : Orderly Book. — " The Com- 
mander-in-Chief, having been requested by Congress to give 
his attendance at Princeton, proposes to set out for that 
place to-morrow; but he expects to have the pleasure of 
seeing the army again before he retires to private life. 
During his absence Major-general Knox will retain com- 
mand of the troops, and all reports are to be made to him 
accordingly." 

This is the last order issued by the Commander-in-chief from the New- 
burgh head-quarters. On the following morning he set out for Rocky 
Hill, New Jersey, four miles north of Princeton, slopping at West Point 
on his way. An interesting incident of this visit to West Point exists in 
a memorandum of the weights of several of the officers, taken on August 
19, in which Washington's is stated to be two hundred and nine pounds. 
He arrived at Rocky Hill on the 24th. 

MONDAY, AUGUST 25. 

At Rocky Hill, New Jersey : On this day, Congress, in 
session at Princeton, " being infoi'med of the arrival of the 
commander in chief in the neighborhood of Princeton : 
Ordered, That he have an audience in Congress to-morrow 
at 12 o'clock." 
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Washington's head-quarters at Rocky Hill (the last head-quarters of the 
Revolution) were at the house of Judge Berrien, which had been en- 
gaged by Congress and suitably furnished for the purpose. The house 
(a two-story frame building with piazzas) is still standing upon an eminence 
a short distance from the Millstone River. 

TUESDAY, AUGUST 26. 

At Princeton, New Jersey : Attends Congress according 
to order, and being introduced by two members, an address 
is made to Mm by the President (Elias Boudinot), which he 
answers. 

" CoNQRESS feel particular pleasure in seeing your excellency, and in 
congratulating you on the success of a war, in which you have acted so 
conspicuous a part. It has been the singular happiness of the United 
States, that during a war so long, so dangerous, and so important. Provi- 
dence has been graciously pleased to preserve the life of a general, who has 
merited and possessed the uninterrupted confidence and affection of his 
fellow citizens. In other nations many have performed services, for which 
they have deserved and received the thanks of the public. But to you, Sir, 
peculiar praise is due. Your services have been essential in acquiring and 
establishing the freedom and independence of your country. They deserve 
the grateful acknowledgments of a free and independent nation. These 
acknowledgments. Congress have the satisfaction of expressing to your 
excellency." — Journal of Congress. 

THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 11. 

At Head-quarters, Rocky Hill : " Congress have come to 
no determination yet, respecting a Peace Establishment, nor 
am I able to say when they will. I have lately had a con- 
ference with a committee on this subject, and have reiterated 
my former opinions, but it appears to me, that there is not 
a sufficient representation to discuss Great IsTational points; 
nor do I believe there will be, while that Honble. Body con- 
tinue their Sessions at this place." — Washington to Governor 
Clinton. 

WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 24. 

At Princeton : Attends the annual commencement of the 

College of New Jersey, the exercises being held in the First 

Presbyterian Church. 

After the commencement exercises the Board of Trustees of the College 
adopted the following minute : " The Board being desirous to give some 
testimony of their high respect for the character of his Excellency General 
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"Washington, who has so auspiciously conducted the armies of America. 
Resolved, That the Kev. Drs. "Witherspoon, Eodgers, and Johnes be a com- 
mittee to wait upon his Excellency to request him to sit for his picture, to 
be taken by Mr. Charles Wilson Peale of Philadelphia. And that this 
portrait when finished be placed in the Hall of the College, in the room of 
the picture of the late King of Great Britain [George the Second], which 
was torn away by a ball from the American artillery in the battle of Prince- 
ton." On the following day " Dr. Witherspoon [President of the College] 
reported to the Board that his Excellency General Washington had de- 
livered to him fifty guineas, which he begged the Trustees to accept as a 
testimony of his respect for the College." The picture, a full-length, rep- 
resenting Washington at the battle of Princeton, is still owned by the 
College. 

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 12. 

At Princeton : " Having the appearance, and indeed the 
enjoyment of peace, without a final declaration of it, I, who 
am only waiting for the ceremonials, or till the British forces 
shall have taken leave of New York, am placed in an awk- 
ward and disagreeable situation, it being my anxious desire 
to quit the walks of public life, and under the shadow of my 
own vine and my own fig tree to seek those enjoyments and 
that relaxation, which a mind, that has been constantly upon 
the stretch for more than eight years, stands so much in need 
of. I have fixed this epoch to the arrival of the definitive 
treaty, or to the evacuation of my country by our newly 
acquired friends." — Washington to the Marquis de Chastellux. 

" Whereas, by the blessings of divine Providence on our cause and our 
arms, the glorious period is arrived when our national independence and 
sovereignty are established, and we enjoy the prospect of a permanent and 
honorable peace: We therefore, the United States in Congress assembled, 
thus impressed with a lively sense of the distinguished merit and good con- 
duct of the said armies, do give them the thanks of their country for their 
long, eminent and faithful services. And it is our will and pleasure that 
such part of the federal armies as stands engaged to serve during the war, 
and as, by our acts of the twenty-sixth day of May, the eleventh day of 
June, the ninth day of August, and twenty-sixth day of September last, 
were furloughed, shall, from and after the third day of November next, be 
absolutely discharged, by virtue of this our proclamation, from the said 
service." — Journal of Congress, October 18, 1783. 

THUESDAY, OCTOBER 23. 

At Head-quarters, Rocky Hill: "I'rom many circum- 
stances I think it now pretty evident, that the British will 
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leave New York in all next month. Sir Guy Carleton has 
informed me verbally, through Mr. Parker, that he expects 
to evacuate the city by the 20th, and that, when the trans- 
ports, which were gone to Nova Scotia, returned, he should 
be able to fix the day of his departure. In consequence of 
this intelligence, and fearful lest I should not have timely 
notice, I have this day written to General Knox, desiring 
him to confer with j'our Excellency, and make every neces- 
sary arrangement for taking possession of the city the mo- 
ment the British quit it." — Washington to Governor Clinton. 

It was some time during his occupancy of the " Berrien House," at Kocky 
Hill, that Washington sat to "William Dunlap, then in his eighteenth year, 
for his portrait. In mentioning this fact {Arts of Design, I. 253), Mr. 
Dunlap adds, " My visits were now frequent to head-quarters. The only 
military in the neighborhood were the general's suite and a captain's guard, 
whose tents were on the green before the Berrian house, and the captain's 
marque nearly in front. The soldiers were New England yeomen's sons, 
none older than twenty; their commander was Captain Howe, in after 
times long a resident of New Tork. ... I was quite at home in every 
respect at head-quarters ; to breakfast and dine day after day with the gen- 
eral and Mrs. "Washington, and members of congress, and noticed as the 
young painter, was delicious." Dunlap's early effort, a crayon drawing, 
possesses no particular significance in the history of "Washington portraiture. 

PEIDAT, OCTOBEK 31. 

At Princeton : " On the 31st of October, the honorable 
Peter John Van Berckel, minister plenipotentiary from their 
high mightinesses the States General of the United Nether- 
lands, was admitted by congress to an audience. The chev- 
alier de La Luzerne, general Washington, the superintend- 
ent of finance, many other gentlemen of eminence, together 
with a number of ladies of the first character, assembled in 
the chapel of Princeton college to participate of the joya 
the audience should afford ; and for which their spirits were 
put into proper tone, by the arrival, a little before Mr. Van 
Berckel entered, of an authentic account that the definitive 
treaty between Great Britain and the United States was con- 
cluded." — Gordon, History of the American Revolution, IV. 
379. 
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On Saturday, October 25, Congress, in session, resolved, " Thai tiie hon- 
orable P. J. Berckel, be received as minister plenipotentiary from their high 
mightinesses the states general of the United Netherlands ; and that agree- 
ably to his request, he be admitted to a public audience in Congress. That 
the Congress room in Princeton, on Thursday next [the 30th] at noon, be 
appointed as the time and place for such audience. That the superintend- 
ant of finance and secretary at war, or either of them, perform on this 
occasion, the duties assigned to the secretary for foreign affairs, in the 
ceremonial respecting foreign ministers ; and that they inform the supreme 
executives of New Jersey and Pennsylvania, his excellency the commander 
in chief, the honorable the minister plenipotentiary of France, and such 
civil and military gentlemen as are in or near Princeton, of the public au- 
dience to be given to the honorable the minister plenipotentiary of their 
high mightinesses the states general of the United Netherlands." The audi- 
ence, however, did not take place until the following day, Friday, October 
31, as stated by Dr. Gordon. 

SUNDAY, NOVEMBEE 2. 

At Head-quarters, Rocky Hill : Issues his Farewell Ad- 
dress to the Armies of the United States. 

In this admirable address, after referring to the unparalleled perseverance 
of the armies of the United States, through almost every possible suffering 
and discouragement, the complete attainment of the object for which they 
had contended, at a period earlier than could have been expected, and the 
enlarged prospects of happiness opened by the confirmation of national in- 
dependence and sovereignty, the Commander-in-chief recommends all the 
troops to carry into civil society the most conciliating dispositions, proving 
themselves not less virtuous and useful as citizens than they had been per- 
severing and victorious as soldiers, and to maintain the strongest attach- 
ment to the Union. Then, presenting his thanks in the most serious and 
affectionate manner to the oflicers and men for the assistance he had received 
from every class, he adds, "And being now to conclude these his last pub- 
lic orders, to take his ultimate leave in a short time of the military character, 
and to bid a final adieu to the armies he has so long had the honor to com- 
mand, he can only again offer in their behalf his recommendations to their 
grateful country, and his prayers to the God of armies. May ample justice 
be done them here, and may the choicest of Heaven's favors, both here and 
hereafter, attend those, who, under the Divine auspices, have secured in- 
numerable blessings for others. With these wishes and this benediction, 
the Commander-in-chief is about to retire from service. The curtain of 
separation will soon be drawn, and the military scene to him will be closed 
for ever." 

TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 4. 

At Head-quarters, Rocky Hill : Issues an order in com- 
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pliance with a resolution of Congress of October 29, that 
" from and after the 15th of November instant all the troops 
in the service of the United States, who are now in Penn- 
sylvania, or the southward thereof, except the garrison of 
Fort Pitt, shall be considered as discharged from the service 
of the United States : and all officers commanding corps or 
detachments of any such troops, are hereby directed to grant 
them proper discharges accordingly." 

THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 6. 

At Head-quarters, Eocky Hill : " In consequence of the 
information given by your Excellency to Congress some 
time past, that you had received orders for the evacuation 
of New York, and of the verbal message you were pleased 
to send by Mr. Parker to me respecting the period of em- 
barkation, I am now induced to request, that you will be so 
obliging as to inform me of the particular time, or even the 
certain day, if possible, when this event will happen." — 
Washington to Sir Guy Garleton. 

The following description of the horse and saddle used by Washington 
when at Rocky Hill is transcribed from a MS. note dated " Prince-Town 
Sep'. 28* 1783," found among the papers of Nathaniel Lawrence, Attorney- 
General of New York, 1792-95 : " Genl Washingtons horse and saddle. 
Old crooked saddle with a short deep blue saddle cloth flowered, with buff 
cloth at the edge, buckskin seat, the cloth not below the skirts of the saddle 
at the sides ; double skirts, crupper, sursingle, and breast strap ; small rone 
horse, not five ; double bitted steal bridle, and plated stirrups. The Gen- 
eral usually rode from Rockingham to Prince Town, which is five miles, in 
forty minutes. The General weighs commonly about 210 pounds." 

FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 7. 

At Head-quarters, Rocky Hill : Eeceives and answers an 
address from the officers of the militia of the county of 
Somerset, New Jersey. 

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 9. 

At Head-quarters, Rocky Hill : " You will take charge of 
the Waggons which contain my baggage, and with the 
escort proceed with them to Virginia, and deliver the bag- 
gage at my house ten miles below Alexandria. As you 
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know they contain all my Papers, which are of immense 
value to me, I am sure it is unnecessary to request your par- 
ticular attention to them. . . . The bundle which contains 
my accounts you will be careful! of, and deliver them at the 
financier's Ofiice with the Letters addressed to him, that 
is Mr. Morris." — Washington to Captain Bazaleel Howe. 

"Philadelphia, November 11, 1783. — In the evening came Genl. Wash- 
ington's 6 Baggage Teams. November 12. — His Excel. Baggage Teams set 
out for that Excellent Commander's Kesidence in Virginia." — MS. Jmirnal 
of Jacob Hilizheimer. 

EEIDAY, NOVEMBER 14. 

At West Point : " I had the honor yesterday to receive, 
by Major Beckwith, your Excellency's favor of the 12th. 
To-day I will see the governor of this State, and concert 
with him the necessary arrangements for taking possession 
of the city of l!TeM^ York, and the other posts mentioned in 
your letter, at the times therein specified." — Washington to 
Sir Guy Carleton. 

As a step preparatory to taking possession of the city of New Tork, 
General Washington went from Eocky Hill to West Point, where the part 
of the Continental army that still remained in service was stationed, under 
the command of General Knox. " On his way to West Point, being over- 
taken by a snow storm, Washington was detained at Orangetown or Tappan 
nearly three days. During this delay he was the guest of Mrs. De Wint, 
at the house occupied by him as head-quarters in 1780.'' — Magazine of 
American History, V. 109. 

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 15. 

At West Point : Receives from the ofiicers of that part of 
the army remaining on the banks of the Hudson an answer 
to his Farewell Address to the Armies of the United States. 

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 16. 

At West Point : Garrison Orders. — " The Definitive Treaty 
being concluded and the city of New York to be evacuated 
on the 22d inst.. His Excellency the Commander in Chief 
proposes to celebrate the Peace at that place, on Monday 
the first day of December next, by a display of Fire- Works 
Vol. XV.— 27 
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and Illuminations, whicli were intended to have been ex- 
hibited at this post, or such of them as have not been 
injured by time, and can be removed." 

TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 18. 

At "West Point : " I have at length the pleasure to inform 
your Excellency and Congress, that Sir Guy Carleton has 
fixed upon the time at which he proposes to evacuate the 
city of New York. The particulars are more fully ex- 
plained in his letter of the 12th instant, a copy of which, 
together with my answer, is enclosed." — Washington to the 
President of Congress. 

" I propose to relinquish the posts at Kingst ridge, and as far as McGowans 
Pass inclusive on this Island, on the 21st instant ; to resign the possession 
of Herriclt's and Hampstead with all to the eastward on Long Island, on 
the same day ; and, if possible to give up this city with Brooklyn, on 
the day following; and Paulus Hook, Dennis's, and Staten Island, as soon 
after as may be practicable." — Carleton to Washington, New York, Novem- 
ber 12. 

FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 21. 

At " Day's Tavern," Harlem : " On Friday, the 21st of 
November, arrived at Haerlem, at Day's tavern,* nine miles 
from the city of New York, his Excellency General Wash- 
ington, and his Excellency George Clinton Esq. Governor 
of that State. They were attended by a number of Gentle- 
men of the army. Members of the Senate and Assembly, 
and other officers of distinction. The Continental troops 
are stationed at or near M'Gowan's pass,^ our pickets are 
advanced to the Dove Tavern, five miles from the city." — 
Pennsylvania Journal, November 29. 

" I went from Peekskill Tuesday the 18 of Novemr. In Company with his 
Excellency Gover'r Clinton, Coll. Benson and Coll Campbell, Lodge that 
night with Genl Cortlandt at Croton Klver, proceeded and lodged Wednes- 

1 Near the corner of the present One Hundred and Twenty-fifth Street 
and Eighth Avenue. 

2 The encampment, of about eight hundred men, was on the present line 
of One Hundred and Tenth Street, between Fifth and Eighth Avenues, the 
northern boundary of Central Park. 
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day night [19th] at Edw. Covenhov'n [Tarrytown] where we mett his Ex- 
cellency Genl Washington &.his aids, the next Night [20th] Lodged with 
Mrs. Fred'k V Cortlandt at the Yonkers after having dined with Genl 
Lewis Morris. Pryday morning [21st] wee rode In Company with the 
Commander In Chief as far as the widow Day's at harlem, where we held 
a Council. Saturday [22d] I rode down to Mr. Stuyvesants stay'd there 
until Tuesday [26th]. Then rode Triumphant into the Citty with the 
Commander." — Note-Book of Lieutenant-Governor Van Cortlandt, Magazine 
of American Bistort/, V. 134. 

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 22. 

At " Day's Tavern," Harlem : " With regard to the in- 
formation, that a deliberate combination has been formed 
to plunder the city of New York, I have to observe, that 
the intelligence appears to me not to be well-founded ; at 
least, no intimations of the kind had ever before come to 
my knowledge ; and I can assure your Excellency, that such 
arrangements have been made, as will, in my opinion, not 
only utterly discountenance, but effectually prevent, any 
outrage or disorder." — Washington to Sir Guy Carleton. 

" New York, Nov. 24, 1783. The Committee appointed to conduct the 
Order of receiving their Excellencies Governor Clinton and General 
Washington, Beg Leave to inform their Fellow-Citizens, that the Troops, 
under the command of Major-General Knox, will take Possession of the 
City at the Hour agreed on, Tuesday next ; as soon as this may be performed, 
he will request the Citizens who may be assembled on Horseback, at the 
Bowling-Green, the lower End of the Broad-Way, to accompany him to 
meet their Excellencies Governor Clinton and General Washington, at 
the Bull's Head,' in the Bowery — the Citizens on Foot to assemble at or 
near the Tea- water-Pump 2 at Fresh- water. OKDEB OF PROCESSION. 
A Party of Horse will precede their Excellencies and be on their flanks — 
after the General and Governor, will follow the Lieutenant-Governor and 
Members of the Council for the temporary Government of the Southern Parts 
of the State — The Gentlemen on Horse-back, eight in Front — those on 
Foot, in the Rear of the Horse, in like Manner. Their Excellencies, after 
passing down Queen-Street, and the Line of Troops up the Broad-way, 
will a-light at Cape's Tavern. The Committee hope to see their Fellow- 

1 The old Bowery Theatre, on the west side of the Bowery, just below 
Canal Street, opened in 1826, was erected on the site of the Bull's Head 
Tavern. The original building, destroyed by fire in 1828, was rebuilt and 
again destroyed in 1838, rebuilt and destroyed for the third time in 1845, 
and again rebuilt. It is now a German theatre, called" The Thalia." 

" Near the present junction of Chatham and Roosevelt Streets. 
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Citizens, conduct tliemselves with Decency and Decorum on this joyful 
Occasion. ' ' — Contemporary hand-bill. 

TUBSDAr, NOVEMBER 25. 

At New York : " New York, Nov. 26. — Yesterday in 
the morning the American troops marched from Haerlem, 
to the Bowery lane. — They remained there [near the present 
junction of Third Avenue and the Bowery] until about one 
o'clock, when the British troops left the post in the Bowery, 
and the American troops marched in and took possession of 
the city. — After the troops had taken possession of the city, 
the General and GtOVBRNOR made their public entry in the 
following manner : — Their excellencies the general and gov- 
ernor with their suites on horseback. The lieutenant gov- 
ernor, and the members of the council for the temporary 
government of the southern district four a-breast. — Major- 
general Knox, and the officers of the army, eight a-breast. — 
Citizens on horseback, eight a-breast. — The speaker of the 
assembly, and citizens, on foot, eight a-breast. 

" Their excellencies the governor and commander in chief 
were escorted by a body of West Chester light horse, under 
the command of Captain Delavan. The procession pro- 
ceeded down Queen [now Pearl] Street, and through the 
Broad-way, to Cape's Tavern. The governor gave a public 
dinner at Fraunce's tavern; at which the commander in 
chief, and other general officers were present." — Pennsyl- 
vania Packet, December 2. 

Fraunce's tavern, at which Washington toolt up his quarters, was situated 
at what is now the southeast corner of Broad and Pearl Streets. Part of 
the original building, which was erected by Etienne De Lancey in 1724, is 
still standing. 

"WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 26. 

At New York: Receives and answers an address from 
the " Citizens of New York, who have returned from Exile, 
in behalf of themselves and their suffering Brethren." 

PRIDAY, NOVEMBER 28. 

At New York: "On Friday [November 28] at Cape's 
Tavern the Citizens, who have lately returned from exile, 
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gave an elegant Entertainment to his Excellency the Gov- 
ernor, and the Council for governing the city ; his Excellency 
General Washington, and the officers of the Army; about 
three hundred Gentlemen graced the feast." — The Remem- 
brancer, XVII. 190. 

Cape's tavern was on the west side of Broadway, and north corner of the 
present Thames Street. The house, at the time of its erection one of the 
largest and finest structures in the city, was taken down in 1792, and the 
City Hotel built on its site. The Boreel building now occupies the ground. 

MONDAY, DBOEMBEE 1. 

At ISTew York : " On Monday [December 1] a very ele- 
gant Entertainment was given at Cape's Tavern, by his 
Excellency the Governor, to his Excellency the Chevalier de 
la Luzerne, Ambassador from his most Christian Majesty 
to the United States. His Excellency General "Washington, 
the principal Officers of this State and of the army, and 
upwards of an hundred Gentlemen were present, who passed 
the day and evening with great conviviality." — The Remem- 
brancer, XVn. 190. 

On the same day Washington received and answered an address from the 
freeholders and inhabitants of King's County, on Nassau or Long Island, 
State of New York. 

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 2. 

At New York : Receives and answers an address from the 
" members of the volunteer associations, and other inhabi- 
tants of the Kingdom of Ireland lately arrived in the City." 

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 3. 

At New York : " On the 25th of November the British 
troops left this city, and a detachment of our army marched 
into it. The civil power was immediately put in possession, 
and I have the happiness to assure you, that the most perfect 
regularity and good order have prevailed ever since." — 
Washington to the President of Congress. 

"New York, December 3. — The splendid display of Eire-works last 
evening, was so highly satisfactory, that I must request you to present to 
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Captain Price, under whose direction they were prepared ; and to the Officers 
who assisted him, my thanlts for the great skill and attention shewn in the 
conduct of that business." — Washington to General Knox. 

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 4. 

At New York : " Last Thursday noon pDecember 4] the 
principal officers of the army in town assembled at Fraunce's 
tavern to take a final leave of their illustrious, gracious and 
much loved commander, General Washington. The passions 
of human nature were never more tenderly agitated than in 
this interesting and distressful scene. His excellency having 
filled a glass of wine, thus addressed his brave fellow-sol- 
diers : 

" ' With an heart full of love and ffratiiude I now take leave 
of you : I most devoutly wish that your latter days may be as 
prosperous and happy as your former ones have been glorious and 
honorable.' 

" These words produced extreme sensibility on both sides ; 
they were answered by warm expressions, and fervent wishes, 
from the gentlemen of the army, whose truly pathetic feel- 
ings it is not in our power to convey to the reader. Soon 
after this scene was closed, his excellency the Governor, the 
honorable the Council and citizens of the first distinction 
waited on the general and in terms the most aflectionate, 
took their leave. 

" The corps of light infantry was drawn up in a line, the 
commander in chief, about two o'clock passed through them 
on his way to Whitehall, where he embarked in his barge 
for Powles Hook [Jersey City]. He is attended by general 
le baron de Steuben ; proposes to make a short stay at Phil- 
adelphia; will thence proceed to Annapolis, where he will 
resign his Commission as General of the American armies, 
into the hands of the Continental Congress,^ from whom it 
was derived, immediately after which his excellency will set 
out for his seat, named Mount Vernon, in Virginia, emu- 
lating the example of his model, the virtuous Roman gen- 

* Congress adjourned at Princeton, November 4, to meet at Annapolis, 
Maryland, on the 26th. A quorum, however, was not present until Satur- 
day, the 13th of December, when nine States were represented. 
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eral, who, victorious, left the tented field, covered with 
honors, and withdrew from public life, otium cum dignitateJ' 
— Bivington's New York Gazette, December 6. 

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 6. 

At Trenton, New Jersey: "Trenton, December 9, 1783. 
Last Saturday [December 6] arrived in this town his Excel- 
lency General Washington, on his way to his seat in Vir- 
ginia. Immediately after his arrival he was waited upon by 
his Excellency the Governor [William Livingston], and a 
Committee of the Council and Assembly, by whom he was 
presented with an Address." — Independent Gazetteer, De- 
cember 20. 

MONDAY, DECEMBER 8. 

At Philadelphia : " Yesterday [December 8] at noon his ex- 
cellency General Washington arrived here [Philadelphia] 
from New York. His Excellency was met at Erankfort, by 
his excellency the President of this State [John Dickinson], 
the honorable the financier [Robert Morris], generals St. 
Clair and Hand, the Philadelphia, troop of horse, and a 
number of the citizens, who had the pleasure of accom- 
panying the General into the city. His arrival was an- 
nounced by a discharge of cannon, the bells were rang, and 
the people testified their satisfaction, at once more seeing 
their illustrious chief, by repeated acclamations." — Pennsyl- 
vania Packet, December 9. 

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 9. 

At Philadelphia : Receives and answers an address from 
the General Assembly of the State of Pennsylvania, and 
one from the merchants of the city of Philadelphia. 

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 10. 

At Philadelphia : Receives and answers an address from 
the President and the Supreme Executive Council of Penn- 
sylvania. 

" Philadelphia, Dec'r 10th. — After seeing the backs of the British Forces 
turned upon us, and the Executive of the State of New York put into 
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peaceable possession of their Capital, I set out for this place — On Monday 
next I expect to leave the City, and by slow travelling arrive at Baltimore 
on Wednesday, where I will spend one day and then proceed to Annapolis 
and get translated into a private citizen." — Washington to James McHenry. 

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 11. 

At Philadelphia: A day of public thanksgiving recom- 
mended by Congress, October 18. 

PRIDAY, DECEMBER 12. 

At Philadelphia : " On Friday the 12th inst. the merchants 
of this city [Philadelphia], who on all occasions have mani- 
fested the sincerest attachment to our beloved Commander 
in Chief, had an elegant entertainment prepared for him at 
the City Tavern, as a fresh proof of their respect and at- 
tention. On this truly festive and happy occasion, toasts 
and sentiments were given. , . . The evening was closed 
with a ball, at which were present a very numerous and 
brilliant company of ladies and gentlemen." — Independent 
Gazetteer, December 30. 

On the same day Washington received and answered an address from the 
officers of the militia of the City and Liberties of Philadelphia. 

The City Tavern, where the entertainment and ball were given, was erected 
in 1773, by a voluntary subscription of the principal gentlemen of Phila- 
delphia, for the convenience of the public. It stood on the west side of 
Second Street, above Walnut, No. 86, corner of the present Gold Street, for- 
merly Bank Alley, and was subsequently known as " The Merchants' Coffee- 
House." When first opened in the early part of 1774, with Daniel Smith 
as the landlord, it was considered the largest and most elegant house of its 
kind in America. The site, in connection with adjoining ground extending 
to Walnut Street, is now occupied by "The Anthracite Building," erected 
about thirty-five years ago. 

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 13. 

At Philadelphia: Receives and answers addresses from 
the magistrates of the city and county of Philadelphia; 
from the American Philosophical Society ; from the Trustees 
and Faculty of the University of the State of Pennsylvania ; 
and from the clergy, gentlemen of the law, and physicians 
of the city of Philadelphia. 
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MONDAY, DECEMBEE 15. 

Leaves Philadelphia : " The Illustrious General Washing- 
ton after Commanding the Army of the united States above 
Eight years, has just given the Americans Possession of 
New York again, after the British had it in their hands 
more than Seven years, has this day Set out from Philad*. 
towards his Seat in Virginia Escorted a little way out of 
Town by Their Excellency's de la Luzerne, Ambassador 
from France on his right, John Dickinson President of this 
State on his left, and the City Troop of Horse in the rear. 
The Honourable Rob'. Morris & his Lady in a Carriage a 
little way ahead. Now I think from the Present appearance 
it is not Likely that I shall Have the Honour of Seeing that 
Great and Good Man again do therefore most Sincerely Con- 
gratulate him on the Noble Resolution he has fixed. That is 
not to accept of any Public office hereafter but to spend the 
Remainder of his days in a Private life, is undoubtedly the 
best and Surest way to Preserve the Honours he so justly 
acquired during the Late War." — MS. Journal of Jacob Hiltz- 
heimer, of Philadelphia. 

" Wilmington [Delaware], December 16. — Last evening his excellency 
general Washington arrived in this borough, on his way to his seat in Vir- 
ginia ; previous to his arrival he was met by the governor and council, the 
attorney-general, and other civil officers of the State, officers of the army 
and other gentlemen, who escorted him into town ; on his arrival he was 
saluted by thirteen discharges of cannon ; an elegant supper was provided, 
whilst the inhabitants demonstrated their joy by making large bonfires &c." 
— Pennsylvania Packet, December 23. 

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 16. 

At Wilmington : Is waited on by the burgesses and other 
officers of the corporation, accompanied by a number of 
respectable inhabitants, and presented with an address, which 
he answers. 

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 18. 

At Baltimore, Maryland : Is entertained at a public din- 
ner given to him, and receives and answers an address from 
the citizens. 
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FKIDAT, DECEMBER 19. 

At Annapolis, Maryland : " The congress of the United 
States being then in session, at the city of Annapolis, gen- 
eral Washington arrived there with suite, on Friday, the 
19th December, 1783, for the purpose of resigning his com- 
mission into their hands. He was met a few miles from the 
city, by generals Gates and Smallwood, accompanied by 
several of the principal inhabitants of the place, who es- 
corted him to Mr. Mann's hotel, where apartments were pre- 
pared for his reception. His arrival was announced by the 
discharge of cannon. After receiving visits from many of 
the citizens, he waited on the president of congress." — 
Annals of Annapolis. 

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 20. 

At Annapolis : Dines with the President of Congress, in 
company with the members of that body and the principal 
military and civil officers of the State. 

" In Congress, Annapolis, December 20. — A letter, of this day, from the 
commander in chief was read, informing Congress of his arrival in this city, 
with the intention of asking leave to resign the commission he has the 
honor of holding in their service, and desiring to know their pleasure in 
what manner it will he most proper to offer his resignation ; whether in 
writing or at an audience; "Whereupon, iJesofoerf, That his excellency the 
commander in chief be admitted to a public audience on Tuesday next, at 
twelve o'clock. Resolved, That a public entertainment be given to the 
commander in chief on Monday next." — Journal of Congress. 

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 21. 

At Annapolis : " On Sunday morning, he returned the 
visits of the citizens and others who had waited on him." — 
Annals of Annapolis. 

MONDAY, DECEMBER 22. 

At Annapolis: "On Monday, congress gave general 
Washington a public dinner, at the ball-room, where up- 
wards of two hundred persons of distinction are said to 
have been present ; and where every thing was provided by 
Mr. Mann, in the most elegant and profuse style. After 
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dinner many toasts were drunk, accompanied by the dis- 
charge of cannon. At night the state-house was illumi- 
nated, where a ball was given by the general assembly, at 
which a very numerous and brilliant company of ladies was 
present. On this occasion general Washington opened the 
ball with Mrs. James Maecubbin, of this city, one of the 
most beautiful women of her day. An address was made 
to general Washington, on this occasion, by the corporate 
authorities of the city." — Annals of Annajpolis. 

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 23. 

At Annapolis : " Congress assembled. Present Massachu- 
setts, Rhode-Island, Pennsylvania, Delaware, Maryland, 
Virginia, North-Carolina; and from the state of New- 
Hampshire, Mr. Foster, and from the state of South-Caro- 
lina, Mr. Read. 

" According to order, his excellency the commander in 
chief was admitted to a public audience, and being seated, 
the president [Thomas Mifflin], after a pause, informed him, 
that the United States in Congress assembled, were prepared 
to receive his communications ; Whereupon, he arose and 
addressed as follows : 

" ' Me. President : The great events on which my resig- 
nation depended, having at length taken place, I have now 
the honor of offering my sincere congratulations to Con- 
gress, and of presenting myself before them, to surrender 
into their hands the trust committed to me, and to claim the 
indulgence of retiring from the service of my country. 

" ' Happy in the confirmation of our independence and 
sovereignty, and pleased with the opportunity afforded the 
United States, of becoming a respectable nation, I resign 
with satisfaction the appointment I accepted with diffidence 
— a diffidence in my abilities to accomplish so arduous a 
task ; which however was superseded by a confidence in the 
rectitude of our cause, the support of the supreme power of 
the union, and the patronage of heaven. 

" ' The successful termination of the war has verified the 
most sanguine expectations ; and my gratitude for the inter- 
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position of Providence, and the assistance I have received 
from my countrymen, increases with every review of the 
momentous contest. 

" ' "While I repeat my obligations to the army in general, 
I should do injustice to my own feelings not to acknowledge, 
in this place, the peculiar services and distinguished merits 
of the gentlemen who have been attached to my person 
during the war. It was impossible the choice of confiden- 
tial officers to compose my family should have been more 
fortunate. Permit me, sir, to recommend in particular, 
those who have continued in the service to the present 
moment, as worthy of the favourable notice and patronage 
of Congress. 

" ' I consider it an indispensable duty to close this last act 
of my official life by commending the interests of our dearest 
country to the protection of Almighty God, and those who 
have the superintendance of them to his holy keeping. 

" ' Having now finished the work assigned me, I retire 
from the great theatre of action, and bidding an afifectionate 
farewell to the august body, under whose orders I have so 
long acted, I here offer my commission, and take my leave 
of all the employments of public life.' " — Journal of Congress. 

Upon concluding the address, the Commander-in-chief delivered his 
commission to the President of Congress, who, in receiving it, made an 
appropriate reply. The ceremony ended — a remarkable scene had been 
witnessed ; a memorable action performed — and Giorgk Washington, a 
private citizen, withdrew from the room. On the following morning he 
set out for Mount Vernon, his eight years and a half of service completed, — 
a service which, for unwearied devotion, unselfish patriotism, and unwonted 
forbearance, stands unequalled in the annals of this world's history ! 



